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REPORT ON INTERROGATION OF SURVIVORS FROM M.V. “ALSTERUFER,” 
A 2,729-TON BLOCKADE RUNNER, SUNK BY AIRCRAFT OF COASTAL 
COMMAND IN POSITION 46° 40' N., 19° 30' W., ON 27th DECEMBER, 
1943 

I —INTRODUCTORY REMARKS 
M.V. “Alsterufer,’' a 2,729-ton German blockade runner, was sunk in position 46° 40' N.,19° 

30'W., in the afternoon of 27th December, 1943, after attacks by six Coastal Command 

aircraft. The ship was abandoned at 1607 after Liberator “H” of 311 Squadron, had scored 

two bomb hits aft which caused a fierce fire to break out close to the magazine. 

The crew consisted of 10 Merchant Navy officers, 26 Merchant seamen, 38 Naval ratings 

under a Chief Petty Officer, a Surgeon-Lieutenant and two Naval sick-bay attendants. Two 

Merchant seamen and a Naval rating were killed by the final bomb attack. The remainder, 

including the Master, Captain Paulus Piatek, were picked up by H.M.C.S.s “Edmunston,” 

“Camrose,” “Snowberry” and “Lunenburg," of Escort Group 6, in position 46° 06' N., 19° 10' 

W., at 1700, on 29th December, 1943. When sunk “Alsterufer” was homeward bound with a 

valuable cargo of crude rubber, tungsten concentrates and tin ingots. 

Master 

Captain Paulus Piatek, aged 48, is a native of Hamburg. He served his apprenticeship in 

sail and is obviously a capable Master. He had been with the Robert Slomann Jr. Line since 

1937, and took over "Alsterufer” in November, 1941, having previously had command of 

“Barcelona” (3,000 tons). He left “Barcelona” in 1939. 

Captain Piatek is of powerful build and was described by other prisoners as a fearless man 

who cared nothing for politics and was quite prepared to flout either the German or 

Japanese authorities if he thought they were interfering unduly with his ship. He was a 

harsh disciplinarian and punished Naval ratings and Merchant seamen alike for such 

offences as making dirty finger-marks on white painted bulkheads, and leaning against the 

superstructure when on watch. He punished all men who contracted gonorrhoea with 

twelve days “Arrest” but he did not punish those who contracted syphilis. 

During interrogation he maintained a certain natural dignity but admitted that when 

homeward bound he considered his ship as good as lost as soon as he put to sea. He said 

that following the British occupation of the Azores he had resigned himself to spending the 

rest of the war in the Far East and he was astonished to learn that he was still required to 

run the blockade back to France. 

He was a superstitious man and objected strongly, when at Nantes, early in 1943, he was 

told that he was to have a priest as passenger. He regarded the presence of the priest on 

board as an ill omen, and later became convinced of this when after a number of violent 

theological arguments, the priest predicted that harm would come to the ship if the Master 

did not repent of his ways. 

During the voyage home he spent most of his spare time listening to British propaganda 

broadcasts on his private radio set. He was thus in a thoroughly pessimistic mood when 

“Alsterufer” neared the Bay of Biscay. 

Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist 

The party of 38 Naval ratings was in the charge of Oberfunkmeister Friedrich Warscheid. 

This man, aged 28, was capable and efficient and, being responsible for all codes, signals 

and paper work, his station on board was second only to that of the Captain. His attitude 



 SS Alsterufer Interrogation Report 
Transcribed from The National Archives record ADM 186/809. E&OE. 

 4 

under interrogation was at first arrogant, but his manner changed for the better when it 

was made clear to him that his brief reign in elevated authority was at an end. As he spent 

nearly all his time in the W/T office his hold over the seamen ratings relaxed and the 

Master remarked that it was apparent that their efficiency had declined as the voyage drew 

on. 

Chief Boatswain’s Mate 

Before “Alsterufer” left France in March, 1943, it had been decided that the Naval party 

should be jointly under the charge of Warscheid and Bootsmann Peltzer. The latter speedily 

fell foul of the Master by disputing the right of the First Mate to hold boat drill without his 

permission. Piatek soundly rated Peltzer and dismissed him from the ship, an action which 

was later upheld by the German Naval authorities at Nantes. 

First Mate 

Ernst Lemke, aged 33, the First Mate, was a popular and efficient officer who had joined 

“Alsterufer” in 1940 and had taken part in a voyage to the South Atlantic when German 

surface raiders were supplied. For these activities he had been awarded the Iron Cross, 2nd 

Class. 

Second Mate 

Johannes Nissen, aged 31, is a Dane, of German parentage. He joined “Alsterufer” in 1940 

and had also been awarded the Iron Cross, 2nd Class, for his participation in the first 

supply voyage to the South Atlantic. 

Third Mate 

The Third Mate, Tillack, joined the ship in Kobe. He had previously served in the 

Norddeutscher Lloyd Ship “Mosel” (8,500 tons) but had left this ship in the Far East upon 

the entry of Japan into the war and had then held a post as Chief Storekeeper of German 

property at Bangkok. He boasted that his only interest in making the voyage home to 

Germany was to unload a large quantity of privately purchased goods on the German black 

market. He claimed that he stood to make a personal fortune of some hundreds of 

thousands of marks. 

Chief Engineer 

Siegfried Bernard, the Chief Engineer, is a bulky, affable, middle-aged man with a marked 

degree of security-consciousness. He said he had been three years in “Alsterufer.” 

Third Engineer 

Egon Grimmer, aged 34, the Third Engineer, is an ex-boxer who once fought a draw with 

the lightweight champion of Germany. 

Remaining Officers 

The remaining officers had no particular characteristics to distinguish them from typical 

Merchant Navy men. 

Surgeon-Lieutenant and two Sick Bay Attendants 

Surgeon Lieutenant Friedrich Rüllmann and the two Sick Bay Attendants are protected 

personnel and could not be interrogated. The Surgeon-Lieutenant volunteered that he was a 

V.D. specialist. In the Far East he had twelve V.D. cases to deal with among the Merchant 

seamen, including five of syphilis. 

Remaining Merchant Seamen and Naval Ratings 

The remaining Merchant seamen and Naval ratings appeared to be of higher intelligence 

and ability than those interrogated from other blockade runners. Similarly their security-
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consciousness was more developed. This may be explained by the fact that “Alsterufer” 

belonged to the Naval Supply Ship Organisation and was above the common blockade 

runner status. 

The Captain decried the efficiency of the Naval Telegraphists and said that he would have 

willingly exchanged all seven for three trained D.E.B.E.G. men. 

Passengers 

Two passengers were carried from Nantes to Yokohama. They were Dr.(Ing.) Pohl, a taciturn 

mysterious figure, who described himself as an aircraft engineer attached to the Heinkel 

works, and Professor Dr. Goertz, a portly middle-aged, high-ranking Catholic clergyman, 

who said that he was bearing a personal letter from the Pope to a seminary at Pekin, where 

he was in charge of theological studies. 

II.—DETAILS OF “ALSTERUFER” 
(i) Displacement 2,729 tons. 

(ii) General One deck and shelter deck; one funnel amidships ; two 

masts; cruiser stern. 

(iii) Builders Eriksberg M.V. A/B. Gothenburg. 

(iv) Owners Delivered to Robert Slomann Jr. Line in 1939, but never 

made a peacetime voyage. In 1940 taken over by the 
Trossschiff Verband (Naval Supply Ship Organisation). One 

of the very few Trossschiff Verband freighters still employed 

in Far East blockade running. Entitled to wear the " 

Reichsdienstflagge " (corresponding to the British Blue 

Ensign) and not the “ Reichshandels-flagge " (corresponding 
to the Red Ensign). 

(v) Port of Registry Hamburg. 

(vi) Length 314.4 ft. 

(vii) Maximum Beam 50.3 ft. 

(viii) Depth 23.3 ft. 

(ix) Engine One M.A.N., 9-cylinder, two-stroke, single-acting Diesel 
engine. 

Bore 19 11/16 in.; Stroke 35 7/16 in. N.H.P. 608. 

(x) Speed Maximum 15 knots. Cruising speed 12-13 knots. 

(xi) Fuel Capacity 640 tons. 

Consumption: Daily between 8.5-10 tons at cruising speed. 
Fuel all carried in double bottoms. Above the engine were 

two ready-use tanks with a capacity of 7 tons each. Fuel 

was pumped nightly from the main fuel tanks to the ready-

use tanks. 

(xii) Armament One 105-mm. (4.14-in.) gun mounted on poop, fitted with 

gunshield. 

Two 37-mm. (1.45-in.) guns mounted one on each side of 

bridge. 

Two 20-mm. (0.79-in.) guns mounted one on each bow in 

shoulder-high open mountings. 

Two 20-mm. (0.79-in.) guns mounted one on each quarter 
in shoulder-high open mountings 
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Two twin M.G.s 34, one on each side of Monkey Island. 

The 105-mm. gun was mounted in Nantes in 1942, and 

replaced a Polish 75-mm. (2.95-in.) gun fitted in Hamburg 
in January, 1941. 

During the second voyage, practice revealed that the poop 

had not been sufficiently strengthened to carry the new gun 

and this was rectified in Kobe. 

(xiii) Ammunition and 

Magazine 

The magazine was constructed in the after end of Hold IV. It 

contained 200/300 rounds of S.A.P. and H.E. shell for the 
105-mm. gun and about 3,000 rounds per barrel for the 37-

mm. and 20-mm. guns. A considerable amount of 

ammunition was found to be defective and was dumped 

overboard. 

(xiv) P.A.C. Rocket 
Projectors 

Four P.A.C. rocket projectors were mounted, one on each 
bow and one on each quarter. The projectors were described 

as about 2 ft. in depth and about 6 in. square. They 

consisted of four angle irons joined together by bands at the 

top and bottom. At the bottom of the shaft was a spike 

which fired a percussion cap at the base of the projectile. 

The projectiles were also about 2 ft. in length and barely 6 
in. in diameter. They were cylindrical, pointed at the top and 

resembled a shell. They were fired by being placed by hand 

in the projector shaft. They slid to the bottom, the 

percussion cap was fired and they were expelled to a height 

of about 600 ft. by rocket propulsion. 

At the top of their trajectory the projectiles disintegrated. A 

multi-coloured parachute unfurled and the bottom section 

of the projectile fell towards the sea drawing with it about 

300 ft. of wire about half a pencil's width in diameter. The 

parachute which supported the wire was said to be about 4 

or 5 ft. in diameter. About 20 of these P.A.C. rockets were 
fired during the final attack on “Alsterufer." They were 

stowed in cases and wrapped in paper. In spite of this they 

were affected by damp and a large number proved to be 

useless. 

(xv) Range-finder A small range-finder with 2 ft. 8 in. base was carried, but 
was regarded as of little value. 

(xvi) Cargo Space Having been built as a fast fruit ship, “Alsterufer” originally 

contained four holds, each fitted with an ammonia 

refrigerating plant. Holds I and III had four decks and Hold 

IV three decks. 

In each hold the two decks above the bottom decks were of 
wood and the main deck of steel. 

In January, 1941, at Hamburg, when the ship was 

converted as a Naval supply ship, modifications were made 

which restricted loading space. 

The main deck in No. I hold was fitted out as quarters for 
prisoners of war, officers and men, white and coloured. 

The main- deck in No. IV hold became the Naval ratings’ 

mess deck with a cabin on the starboard side for eight Petty 

Officers. The after part of this deck was enclosed within the 

magazine, enabling the refrigerating machinery to be used 
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to cool ammunition when in the tropics. 

Beneath the ratings’ mess deck extra water tanks were 

installed. There were two accesses to Hold IV, one being a 
steep ladder down the hatch and the other a companion-

way cut through the deck alongside the hatch. 

Thus the total loading space was reduced to three decks in 

Hold I, four decks in Hold II, three-and-a-half decks in Hold 

III, the extra space being taken up by large quantities of 

provisions, and two-and-a-half decks in Hold IV, half of the 
second deck down being used to store drums of lubricating 

oil and sacks of coal for the galley stove. The galley was 

between Hatches III and IV. The men ate off the board 

planking covering Hatch IV. 

The saloon was forward under the bridge on the same deck. 

(xvii) Cargo Carried 

Outward Bound 

Cargo loaded at Bordeaux in February, 1943, consisted of 

equipment for the German U-Boat base at Penang now 

under construction The Chief Petty Officer in charge of the 

Naval party on board said that he believed the equipment 

consisted of:— 

Fifty electric torpedoes (these were particularly irksome to 
carry as the batteries needed constant serviceing [sic]). 

Seventy-five additional war-heads. 

U-Boat batteries. 

W/T equipment. 

20-mm. guns for German ships in the Far East. 

Twenty-five 1,100-lb. aircraft bombs, intended for Japanese 
trials. 

Other prisoners said that some cases contained crank-

cases, chemicals, lightweight automobiles, machinery, spare 

parts, machine tools  and one – weighing 32 tons – a large 

Diesel unit. These cases were all lettered in English with 
instructions for loading. 

In addition to the above cargo a considerable number of 

bars of special steel, measuring 5 ft. by 12 in. by 6 in., were 

loaded. The ship was loaded to the Plimsoll line and was 

rather bow heavy. German Naval stores were unloaded in 

Batavia and Singapore and the remainder of the cargo in 
Yokohama. 

(xviii) Cargo Carried 

Homeward Bound 

Cargo for the homeward-bound voyage was loaded in 

October, 1943 at Kschong, just south of Bangkok, and at 

Singapore. It consisted of crude rubber and 300 tons of 

tungsten concentrates loaded at Kschong, and more crude 
rubber and 200 tons of tin ingots loaded at Singapore. The 

tin ingots were each 2 ft. long and weighed 105 lbs. 

Stowage of the cargo was given by the First Mate as:- 

Hold I. Crude rubber only. 

Hold II. Tungsten concentrates and tin on the bottom deck, 

crude rubber on the three remaining decks with a thin layer 
of tin ingots on top of cargo on the main deck. 

Hold III. Crude rubber with a lining of tin ingots on the 
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bottom and main decks. 

Hold IV. 20 per cent, of the total of tin ingots stored between 

the fresh water tanks and the ship’s side. 

Another prisoner stated that the tungsten concentrates were 

loaded in hundredweight sacks. The sacks were stowed on 

their sides and were about ten sacks deep in Hold II. Of the 

300 tons carried each ton was worth 4,500 marks, thus the 

total value was 1,350,000 marks (rather more than 

£100,000 at pre-war rates). 

The rubber was loaded in one-hundredweight bales. 

A considerable number of mail bags was stowed on top of 

the cargo in Hold III. Each officer was bringing back 

between one and three hundredweight of coffee and each 

man below officer rank one hundredweight. Each man on 
board had received the present of 50 pounds of sugar and 

50 pounds of coffee which the Mikado is now giving to each 

German sailor who runs the blockade. Enough coffee to 

make up one hundredweight per head was also carried and 

could be purchased by the men from the ship's canteen. 

The crew had hoped to dispose of their coffee in Germany at 
the black market price of between 200 and 300 marks per 

pound. All this coffee and quantities of other privately 

purchased commodities such as cocoa, tea, sugar and soap 

were stowed in Hold III. The Third Mate alone was said to be 

bringing back six large chests of purchases which he hoped 
to unload on the German black market while the Chief 

Engineer had no less than six hundredweight sacks of 

coffee. 

Four pigs were shipped at Kobe and were kept in a sty built 

next to Hold IV. One only was eaten homeward bound. The 

remainder perished during the final attack. 

6,000 bottles of Japanese beer were also carried and were 

intended for a Christmas Day celebration. As “Alsterufer” 

was approaching the Bay of Biscay on that day, and the 

beer was very powerful the Captain decided he could not 

risk his crew getting out of hand in the danger zone and 
ordered no beer to be opened until the ship reached 

Bordeaux. 

(xix) W/T Equipment Transmitters: One Telefunken, 200 watt. 

One Debeg, 50-watt, short-wave. 

One VH/F. 

Receivers: One all-wave Telefunken ELA. 

One Lorenz 6K. 

Two Radione R.2. 

One Radione R.3. 

One Radione GW for the Master’s use. 

One Radione R.2, an old type portable receiver, was removed 
in Yokohama by order of the German Naval Attaché in 

Tokio.  

None of the W/T equipment stood up well to tropical 
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conditions and the Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said he 

was chiefly troubled by over-heating and the melting of the 

shellac or shellac substitute used to wind coils. Japanese 
radio engineers, who came on board to repair the damage, 

were of no assistance and spent their time making minutely 

accurate drawings of the equipment and its circuits. 

(xx) G.S.R. One Rohde & Schwarz set (60-450 megacycles). This set was 

described as identical with the so-called Samos set. 

(xxi) G.S.R. Aerial A metal strip in the shape of a figure “8” stretched on a wire 
frame and hung on each side of the bridge. (N.I.D. Note.—

German tanker “Germania” had similar aerial. See C.B. 

04051(59), page 10.) 

(xxii) G.S.R. – History of 

Set 

The set carried by “Alsterufer” had previously been fitted in 

“Munsterland,” but was unshipped from that ship in 

Nantes. The Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said that when 
“Alsterufer” left France in March, 1943, she and “Osorno” 

(see Section VIII) were the only blockade runners to be fitted 

with G.S.R. 

While in Japan, in summer 1943, “Alsterufer” received 

instructions from Operations Directorate, Berlin, that she 
was on no account to use her G.S.R. homeward bound, as 

U-Boats had established that the type of set she carried 

radiated to a distance of 90 miles. These instructions were 

repeated as “Alsterufer” was about to enter the North 

Atlantic on the voyage home. In the Far East it was found 

that tropical heat had affected the set, which would only 
register very weakly. 

Squares of painted canvas were used to camouflage the 

G.S.R. aerial when the set was not in use. 

(xxiii) Telescopic Masts Both masts were telescopic and could be housed to a 

distance of 32 ½ ft. This modification was undertaken at 
Kobe. The topmasts were hoisted and struck by electric 

motors fitted in Holds II and IV. They could be adjusted 

independently and it was the practice to strike them one at 

a time and never together. The object of leaving one mast 

standing was so that an enemy ship might be kept under 

observation at extreme range without disclosing 
“Alsterufer’s” course. It was admitted that such procedure 

was more often practised by raiders than by blockade 

runners. 

(xxiv) Camouflage The ship was painted grey from waterline to mast-heads. 

(xxv) Look-outs and Naval 
Party 

One at each mast-head; two on each side of bridge, two bow 
and two stem. These were all Naval ratings who 

simultaneously acted as skeleton guns’ crews for the 

weapons nearest them. Look-outs were equipped with 

ordinary binoculars with no infra-red filters.  

The emergency watch was four hours on and four hours off. 

This was for dangerous waters which included practically 
the whole passage. The Naval seaman ratings were divided 

into two watches of about fourteen men each. 

(xxvi) Smoke-producing 

Apparatus. 

This was carried aft but was never used. It was a fixed 

installation and was not in the form of a smoke float to be 

tipped overboard. 
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(xxvii) Scuttling and 

Demolition Charges 

Scuttling charges were fitted in the engine room but were 

not detonated. No demolition charges were fitted in the W/T 

office owing, it was said, to lack of space. Cans of petrol 
were placed at hand should it be necessary to destroy the 

W/T office and chart house. 

(xxviii) Harbour Boat A motor-driven harbour boat was embarked in Kobe. It was 

not an E-Boat and was unarmed. 

(xxix) Field Post Number F.P.N. 30065. 

III —SECOND AND LAST VOYAGE OF “ ALSTERUFER ” 

“Alsterufer” Fits Out for Her Second Voyage 

“Alsterufer” fitted out for her second voyage, at Nantes, in Autumn 1942. The chief 

modifications were alterations to her armament. 

In February 1943, the altercation occurred which resulted in Bootsmann Peltzer leaving the 

ship, complete control of the naval party being given to Oberfunkmeister Warscheid. 

In this month, too, the two passengers joined the ship. Captain Piatek complained bitterly 

that he had no passenger accommodation and at first he refused Professor Goertz 

permission to board. The Professor appealed to a higher authority and the Master's 

objection was overruled. 

“Alsterufer” Loads Cargo at Bordeaux 

“Alsterufer” slipped moorings at Nantes on, or about, 2nd March, 1943, and proceeded to 

Bordeaux. She tied up at Bassens quay and spent between two and three weeks loading 

cargo. During this time the crew were forbidden to enter Bordeaux town, although they 

were allowed to visit the neighbouring naval canteen. This restriction was a security 

measure. 

Loading was completed on 26th March and on 27th March “Alsterufer,” escorted by a 

Sperrbrecher and three converted trawlers, returned to St. Nazaire, which she had passed 

en route from Nantes. 

“Alsterufer” Leaves on her Second Voyage 

In St. Nazaire “Alsterufer” bunkered fuel oil from U-Boat supplies. This oil was said to be of 

superior quality which burned with little or no smoke. 

At midnight, on 29th March “Alsterufer” slipped out of St. Nazaire to begin her voyage 

proper. Her escort was two minesweepers, to be joined throughout the following day by four 

torpedo boats. 

“Alsterufer” on Passage to the Far East 

Passage of the Bay was completed without discovery by Allied reconnaissance, the ship 

being assisted by extremely severe weather conditions. During the whole of the first part of 

the voyage Dr. Goertz was prostrated by seasickness. He remained confined to his cabin, 

which he had converted into a chapel, complete with Bible, prayer stool and crucifix. He 

regularly conducted services to which he invited the crew. Only one man attended. Dr. Pohl, 

the engineer, spent his days lying on his bunk clad in a sports jacket and cloth cap. He 

remained taciturn and rebuffed all advances, telling everyone to mind their own business. 

Captain Piatek lost no time in showing his distaste for Professor Goertz. During fair weather 

intervals he started violent theological arguments and on one occasion told the Professor 

that he suspected his identity and that he believed him to be a Gestapo agent travelling 
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under a false name. This was answered by a rebuke which aroused the Master’s 

superstitious fears. 

During “Crossing the Line” celebrations Captain Piatek bade Professor Goertz to retire to his 

cabin as he had previously objected to the seamen walking about stripped to the waist. 

Passage of the South Atlantic was made without incident and “Alsterufer” rounded the Cape 

of Good Hope into the Indian Ocean. The average day’s run had been between 264 and 336 

miles, slight variations having been made to check fuel consumption. While rounding South 

Africa it was noted that reception of all European W/T traffic was poor. Once in the Indian 

Ocean “Alsterufer” set course for the Sunda Straits. A day's run from the Straits, Swastika 

flags were lowered over the sides, and a third spread on the forecastle, to establish the 

ship’s identity to Japanese surface and aerial reconnaissance. 

“Alsterufer” Arrives at Batavia and has Difficulties with the Japanese 

On, or about 5th May, “Alsterufer” arrived off Batavia and anchored outside the harbour. A 

pilot cutter came alongside and a first brush with the Japanese occurred when a German 

Gunner’s Mate was seen to be taking photographs of the Japanese sailors and their vessel. 

A more serious clash took place in the evening of that day when the Japanese demanded 

that they be given a coded signal announcing “Alsterufer’s ” safe arrival, together with the 

text in English, which they would then transmit to Germany from their land station. 

Warscheid refused this request, which he described as a typical Jap trick which he 

intended to report to the German Naval Attaché in Tokio. He then made a signal of his own 

on a wavelength of 8,280 metres. The day ended on a strained note when the ship was 

informed that no Germans were to be allowed ashore. 

On the afternoon of the following day a pinnace arrived bearing a Japanese Naval 

Lieutenant who invited all officers ashore to take tea with the S.N.O., Batavia. This proved 

to be Captain Meida, a former Japanese Naval Attaché in Berlin. Meida began by expressing 

his admiration for Germany and referred to the German Black Eagle Order which he was 

wearing, and a signed portrait of Hitler which was standing on his desk. He apologized 

profusely at the treatment of the Germans and said that his hands were tied as the entire 

island came under the command of the Japanese Army, who had very strict regulations. He 

added that should he, himself, require a boat to visit “Alsterufer” he had first to ask the 

Army’s permission to use it. 

“Alsterufer” Unloads Naval Stores 

“Alsterufer” spent the next few days unloading the torpedoes and other naval stores which 

she had brought for the German U-Boat base at Penang. Discharging with her was “Osorno” 

a 7,000-ton freighter which had also run the blockade from France. “Osorno” completed 

discharging within the first week of “Alsterufer's” arrival and left for Yokohama. 

In this week also a German Naval Delegation under Korvettenkapitän Ehrhardt (believed 

formerly to have been First Lieutenant in Raider 10) arrived from Yokohama in the German 

ship “Quito” (1,300 tons). This delegation was to represent German naval interests in 

Batavia. “Quito” had already called at Singapore and landed another German Naval 

Delegation under Kapitän zu See Zatorski and was proceeding from Batavia to Penang to 

set further German naval officers ashore. It is believed that “Quito” transported to Penang 

the naval supplies discharged at Batavia by “Alsterufer” and “Osorno.” 

“Alsterufer” men noted with some satisfaction that the German Naval Delegation in Batavia 

were not allowed in the town but were taken to and from the harbour and their offices in 

escorted motor-cars. 
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“Alsterufer” at Singapore 

On 27th May “Alsterufer” left Batavia for Singapore where she arrived on 29th May. Here 

Captain Piatek was again in trouble with the Japanese. He refused to lower his German flag 

and hoist the Japanese in its stead when ordered to do so by the harbourmaster. Later he 

compromised by hoisting no flag at all. Because of this incident “Alsterufer's” crew were 

again refused permission to land. Three days were spent in discharging further supplies 

which included cases of 20-mm. guns for the tanker “Charlotte Schliemann” (7,700 tons) 

and other German merchant ships in the Far East. 

“Alsterufer” topped up with fuel oil through pipe lines at the quayside. 

“Alsterufer” Returns to Batavia 

On 1st June, “Alsterufer” put back to Batavia, which she reached on 3rd June. This time 

landing difficulties were alleviated and the crew, going ashore in parties, were taken on 

charabanc rides to the Sukebombi Hotel at Djokjokaarta. Along sections of the route the 

blinds of the vehicles were drawn. The crew bathed in the hotel's swimming pool and went 

riding. 

Arrival of Raider 28 at Batavia 

On 10th June, Raider 28 (“Michel”) arrived off the harbour, made a wide sweep as the crew 

of “Alsterufer” dressed ship and cheered, and finally hove-to alongside. A week of festivities 

followed in which the “Alsterufer” men attended parties and cinema shows aboard the 

Raider. Kapitän zur See Gumprich (of Raider 28) inspected “Alsterufer” and brought with 

him a puppy as a present. This puppy was promptly named “Michel.” During this week 

“Alsterufer” discharged to Raider 28 all the remaining fuel she had bunkered in St. Nazaire. 

A sick Telegraphist rating was transferred from the Raider to “Alsterufer,” who supplied two 

Telegraphist ratings in his place. 

Raider 28 left Batavia in the early morning of 17th June. “Alsterufer” had planned to leave 

at 1300 on the same day for Singapore. At 1330, before she had cast off, a signal arrived 

from Tokio instructing her to load in Batavia as many drums of petrol as she could carry on 

her upper deck. 

“Alsterufer” Returns to Singapore 

On the advice of Korvettenkapitän Erhardt this signal was ignored and “Alsterufer” sailed 

immediately, later replying to Tokio that she had received the signal too late, and was 

already proceeding to Singapore where she would endeavour to obtain petrol. 

“Alsterufer” arrived off Singapore lighthouse on the early morning of 19th June. She was 

escorted through the minefields into the harbour by a Japanese minesweeper. 

In Singapore the Japanese authorities said that they had no authority to supply petrol. 

Instead, a number of bales of crude rubber were loaded which had been left behind by 

another freighter which had loaded to capacity. 

“Alsterufer” Sails for Yokohama 

A signal to the German Embassy in Tokio, asking for further instructions, was delayed two 

days in transit in Japan, and it was not till 22nd June that “Alsterufer” received orders to 

proceed immediately to Yokohama. She sailed the same afternoon. 

It was soon discovered that the fuel bunkered in Singapore was exceptionally dirty, the 

Diesel engine asphalt separator being continually choked. Because of this, and the danger 

of damaging the engine, speed was considerably reduced. 
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“Alsterufer” at Yokohama 

“Alsterufer” arrived in Yokohama on 5th July. 

Hardly had she berthed before a party of Japanese doctors and nurses boarded the ship 

and, laying out an array of hypodermic syringes and other instruments on the saloon table, 

announced that they had come to inoculate the crew against typhus and vaccinate them 

against small-pox. Piatek refused to allow this and following an hour’s argument, the 

doctors withdrew on condition that Surgeon- Lieutenant Rüllmann gave a written guarantee 

of the men’s health. 

The two passengers then left the ship, Professor Goertz having considerable trouble with the 

immigration authorities who were reluctant to allow him to continue his journey further. 

The ship was soon visited by the National Socialist political leader in Japan, 

Oberlandesgruppenleiter Spann, who was said to have made part of the journey from 

Germany to the Far East by U-Boat. Spann welcomed the men to Japan and gave them 

detailed instructions on behaviour. The gist of these instructions was that they were not to 

carry arms ashore and were not to take notice if insulted on the streets. The men were given 

Swastika badges to wear to distinguish them as friendly aliens. 

“Alsterufer” spent about seventeen days unloading all her remaining cargo. During this time 

the crew were taken on visits to Tokio and to the rest camp for German seamen at Hakone, 

near Fujiyama. At Hakone they were joined by members of the crews of “Osorno” and the 

tanker “Rossbach” (ex “Madrono”) the latter ship a prize captured by Raider 10. 

“Alsterufer” at Kobe 

Leaving Yokohama, “Alsterufer” proceeded to Kobe, which she reached towards the end of 

July. She remained there until the beginning of October. During this time she entered a 

floating dock now belonging to the Mitsubishi Yards, and previously thought to have 

belonged to a German firm at Tsingtau, though of Japanese manufacture. She spent three 

days in the dock having her bottom scraped and treated with an anti-fouling mixture of 

Japanese make. Japanese mechanics, under the supervision of the Chief Engineer, made 

repairs to the engine. 

Frequent visits were made to the German Club at Kobe, where the German colony did their 

best to entertain the crew although the prices of substitute whisky and other spirits had 

risen to prohibitive levels. 

On 15th September, an inspection of the ship was made by Vice-Admiral Wenneker, 

German Naval Attaché in Tokio, who presented blockade-running certificates to some of the 

senior men. He also brought with him new code tables for communication by W/T with 

Operations Directorate and by R/T with German reconnaissance aircraft. Acquaintance was 

renewed with Dr. Pohl, who was staying at the German Club with other aircraft experts. 

As “Alsterufer” was preparing again for sea, a number of sacks of coffee and sugar arrived 

as a present from the Mikado. When shared out, each man received fifty pounds of coffee 

and fifty pounds of sugar. 

“Alsterufer” Proceeds to Kschong (Bangkok) and Loads Cargo 

“Alsterufer” left Kobe in ballast on 4th October and proceeded to Kschong, just south of 

Bangkok. On passage she was once sighted by a Japanese aircraft which circled her closely 

until a Swastika flag was hastily spread on the forecastle. No exchange of recognition 

signals was made and “Alsterufer” was uncertain whether or not to fire on the aircraft. 
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“Alsterufer” arrived at Kschong on 18th October and spent ten days there loading tungsten 

concentrates and bales of crude rubber. She received her cargo from lighters manned by 

coolies, who spent the nights sleeping on “Alsterufer’s” decks. 

“Alsterufer” again at Singapore 

Leaving Kschong on 28th October, “Alsterufer” headed for Singapore where she arrived on 

31st October. Here she loaded more rubber and 200 tons of tin ingots. She also bunkered 

about 300 tons of fuel oil from lighters. It was said to be intended for U-Boats and was far 

superior in quality to that previously bunkered from quayside pipe-lines. It was said that an 

Englishman superintended this fuelling. “Alsterufer” lay near the Empire Dock in Keppel 

harbour. 

On this visit relations with the Japanese were easier and the crew were allowed ashore. The 

men were disgusted to find that they were not allowed to consort with white or half-caste 

girls, who were reserved exclusively for the Japanese soldiery. 

A number of Europeans were still walking about the city of Singapore. They were chiefly 

Spaniards, Italians, Germans and Jews. One prisoner said he bought some shoes at a Bata 

shop and was served by three Czechs. All Europeans wore a white armlet with two red 

stripes. The same prisoner claimed to have seen a parade of Free India troops. They were 

mostly Sikhs, who bore themselves well. He had heard that one of the Colonels of these 

troops was a woman. A number of Sikh traffic police had been retained. 

Prisoners learnt that two weeks before their arrival at Singapore two Japanese freighters 

had been sunk in the harbour by sabotage. Prisoners were told that limpet mines were 

used. Since this event the Japanese had patrolled the harbour very thoroughly and had 

stopped all traffic of ship’s boats at night time. The mastheads of both ships were still to be 

seen above water. Coolies in the harbour were grumbling because the Japanese made them 

work two hours longer for less pay. 

While in Singapore “Alsterufer” men witnessed the handing over of three Italian U-Boats 

commandeered by the Japanese, to nondescript German crews. On the day of this 

ceremony Dr. Pohl boarded “Alsterufer” and told the Master that he was working his way 

back to Germany as a Stoker Petty Officer in one of the U-Boats. (See Section VII). 

“Alsterufer” Returns to Batavia for Provisions 

“Alsterufer” left Singapore on 5th November and on 7th November put in to Batavia for 

fresh water and provisions. She left Batavia for the run home on 10th November. 

“Alsterufer” Starts Home 

About ten days out of Batavia, at night time, a large ship, thought possibly to have been an 

Allied cruiser, was sighted and “Alsterufer” immediately altered course away. 

Homeward Bound 

Wireless silence was again maintained as “Alsterufer” approached the Cape of Good Hope. 

Spirits were sinking, and morale was not improved by the fact that several men had begun 

to go down with venereal disease. 

“Alsterufer” Passes “Rio Grande” 

In the South Atlantic “Alsterufer” overhauled the “Rio Grande,” also homeward bound, and 

learned that “Osorno” was four days ahead of her. 

“Alsterufer” Receives Orders to Heave-to 

Crossing the Equator, and entering the North Atlantic, orders were suddenly received from 

Operations Directorate to heave-to and await further orders. Two Allied convoys had been 
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reported, one of twenty-seven ships bound from U.S.A. to Gibraltar and one of twenty-three 

ships bound from Gibraltar to U.S.A. It was calculated that the convoys would have to 

meet, pass each other and draw apart by at least 250 miles before “Alsterufer” could 

proceed for fear she might run into stragglers. 

During a wait of ten days the men’s nerves became frayed. On one evening there was a 

quarrel among the officers over a game of cards. The quarrel developed into a free fight and 

Tillack, the Third Mate, was knocked unconscious by Third Engineer Grimmer. At this time 

Piatek and Warscheid complained bitterly that no U-Boats had been stationed ahead of 

them to report weather conditions. They regarded bad weather and preferably fog as their 

only chance of avoiding Allied reconnaissance. 

“Alsterufer” Ordered to Proceed 

On receiving instructions, “Alsterufer” proceeded at maximum speed. One prisoner said 

that although steaming at 15 knots, faster than she had ever travelled before, she was a 

day behind schedule when she was finally sighted by Allied aircraft when entering the Bay. 

Had she saved this extra day she had expected to receive both air and surface craft escort. 

IV.—SINKING OF “ALSTERUFER” 

Christmas Day in the Danger Zone 

On 25th December Captain Piatek dashed spirits by refusing to issue the 6,000 bottles of 

Japanese beer shipped at Kobe for the Christmas festivities. Had there been no delay of ten 

days “Alsterufer”might have been safely in Bordeaux by Christmas. As it was, he was not 

prepared to risk the crew getting out of hand when the ship was entering the danger zone. 

On this day a signal was received that Captains of blockade-runners entering the Bay were 

not to scuttle their vessels when first sighted by the enemy as they might expect support by 

He. 177 aircraft equipped “with a most effective weapon.” 

“Alsterufer” Sighted by Coastal Command Aircraft 

At about 0945 on 27th December, “Alsterufer” sighted a Sunderland reconnaissance 

aircraft which was soon joined by others. Because there was no doubt that her identity was 

recognized she made no deviation from her general easterly course. Previously Captain 

Piatek had been instructed that should he be sighted in this area he was to turn South to 

simulate an independently routed British ship steering for Gibraltar. 

W/T Silence is Broken; False Instructions Received from Operations Directorate 

As soon as the ship was sighted W/T silence was broken and a signal made to German 

Operations Directorate giving the position of “Alsterufer” as 46° N., 20° 30' W., and 

requesting support. A reply was received stating that F.W.200, JU.290 and BV. 222 aircraft 

had been sent on long-distance reconnaissance to 20° W. and giving the wave-length on 

which they were transmitting. (N.I.D. Note.— According to the captured W/T operator of an 

F.W. 200 aircraft which crashed in the North Atlantic on 28th December, 1943, the 

frequency for W/T communication allotted to the blockade-runner on this occasion differed 

from that of the aircraft; the W/T operator of “Alsterufer” was therefore listening for aircraft 

W/T traffic on a frequency which the aircraft were not using, thus he consequently heard 

nothing. Similarly the aircraft picked up no signals from “Alsterufer.” The W/T operator of 

the aircraft thought that some mistake must have occurred in the encoding of the new 

tables by the Naval Operations Directorate. He added that the frequency for R/T 

communication given to his crew at the briefing was the same as that given to “Alsterufer” 

as the channel for aircraft communication in case of real emergency). 
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Although “Alsterufer” kept watch on the A/C wavelength as given her, she received no 

signal upon it up to the time she was sunk. (N.I.D. Note.—An enemy blockade-runner of 

about 2,700 tons was sighted by aircraft “T” of 201 Squadron in position 46° 40'N., 19° 

30'W. at 0945 on 27th December, while the aircraft was on anti-shipping patrol; she was 

joined by other aircraft. At 1135 Sunderland “Q” of 422 Squadron went in to attack. The 

aircraft overshot the target on the first run but the decks were raked with machine-gun fire. 

On the second run, two 500-pound M.C. bombs were released from a height of 1,500 ft. and 

the decks were again sprayed with machine-gun fire. Only one explosion was seen and this 

was an undershot, 40 yards from the vessel. Flak from the blockade-runner damaged the 

aircraft but it returned safely. The vessel was next attacked by Sunderland “U” of 201 

Squadron. One 500-pound M.C. bomb was released from 4,000 ft. above cloud with 

unobserved results. At 1345 aircraft “T" of 201 Squadron attacked with two 500-pound 

M.C. bombs and two 250-pound depth charges from 3,000 ft. above cloud. Results’ were 

unobserved.) 

“Alsterufer” Wards off a Number of Attacks 

Throughout these attacks “Alsterufer” had been putting up a heavy barrage. The 4.14-in. 

gun had fired about 30 H.E. shells, all of which had been wide misses and the gun’s crew 

had lost faith in what they termed a cumbersome weapon. Main reliance had been placed in 

the two 1.45-in. and the four .79-in. guns, all of which had expended a large quantity of 

ammunition. One .79-in. gun layer swore that he saw his armour-piercing shells bouncing 

off the underside of a Sunderland. He was considerably disheartened by this. About 20 

P.A.C. rockets had been fired, but many of the projectiles had proved to be defective and 

had been thrown overboard. 

Prisoners said that up to this stage the ship had remained undamaged and had not even 

been struck by machine-gun fire, all of which had passed well over the ship. They had been 

disconcerted to see bombs suddenly appearing out of the low cloud ceiling and imagined 

they were directed by Radar. 

Disillusionment on the Bridge 

During the forenoon the situation on the bridge and in the W/T office had become tense. 

Early on, hopes had been raised when a signal was intercepted instructing the 8th 

Destroyer Flotilla and the 4th Torpedo-Boat Flotilla (“Elbing” Destroyers) to close 

“Alsterufer.” At 1200 a signal was received in “Alsterufer” informing her that five Z-class 

destroyers and six Elbing-class destroyers might be expected to arrive at 1000 on 28th 

December. A reply was made reporting that though ammunition expenditure had been 

heavy, the ship was continuing eastward and all were, in highest spirits. Chief expectations 

were centred in the arrival of the promised aircraft, but the set, tuned to the A/C W/T 

wave-length, remained silent. At 1600, when still no signal had been intercepted, when it 

was obvious that the aircraft were hours overdue and that something was seriously amiss, 

Warscheid, the Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist, said he could have wept with rage. 

The Final Attack 

The final attack came at 1607. (N.I.D. Note.—At 1607 Liberator “H” of 311 Squadron 

delivered a very determined low-level attack, using all its armament. “H” attacked in a dive 

from the starboard beam in the face of heavy flak and parachutes trailing cables, releasing 

eight R.P.s in pairs, the first at 800 ft. and the last at 600 ft., at ranges between 600 and 

400 yards. One 250-pound G.P. bomb and one 500-pound M.C. bomb were released at a 

height of 600 ft., using the Mark III LL. sight. Five of the R.P.s struck the stern above the 

water line and one 500-pound bomb scored a direct hit on the stern, causing a fire to break 

out. During the run-in and the attack all machine-guns were fired, as they could be 
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brought to bear, with the exception of the port gun. The aircraft was hit in the starboard 

outer engine, but the crew were uninjured and it was able to return to base safely.) 

The Ship is Abandoned 

The Master and other prisoners said they had no doubt that both bombs struck the ship. 

They landed on the hatch over Hold IV, crashed through it and exploded on the ratings’ 

mess deck, killing one naval rating and one merchant-seaman. The men’s kit, bedding, 

mattresses, grease and oil barrels began to blaze furiously. The bulkhead to the magazine 

had been damaged and there was imminent danger of a major explosion. The fire hoses had 

been rent by the exploding bombs and no water was available for fire-fighting purposes. The 

guns aft were either jammed or wrenched from their mountings and useless. The ship’s 

baker, running forward through dense smoke, fell through a hole in the deck and perished 

in the flames. 

In the engine-room the main fuel supply pipe was fractured irreparably and the lights were 

extinguished. Infected by Grimmer, the Third Engineer, who had lost his nerve, the staff 

panicked until they were restrained by Chief Engineer Bernard, who stopped the engine. 

One of the Assistant Engineers then ran on to the deck to ask the First Mate for permission 

to fire the engine-room scuttling charges. The Mate, Lemke, who was busy loading his 

personal gear into a life-boat, merely replied over his shoulder: “Not yet, not yet,” The 

Engineer then ran to his own cabin for a blanket. He noticed that the refrigerating plant 

was damaged and was giving off ammonia fumes. 

The bomb explosion had brought down the aerials and the Telegraphist ratings were busy 

endeavouring to make a make-shift repair. It was claimed that they succeeded and 

managed to make an emergency signal on a wavelength of 600 metres reporting the ship's 

position and the fact that she had been bombed. They were waiting for more current to 

make a fuller report when a Petty Officer Telegraphist, who had made a pyre of signal pads, 

code tables and smashed gramophone records, swamped the whole with petrol and 

prematurely set it on fire. At once the deck of the office was covered with blazing petrol and 

Warscheid and his Duty Petty Officer Telegraphist had to abandon the transmitter to avoid 

being burnt alive. They ran on to the bridge shouting to the junior rating that he would be 

brought before a court-martial. This threat was echoed by the Master when he learnt that 

his private attaché case had also been flung into the flames under the impression that it 

contained secret documents. In reality the case contained nothing more than the emergency 

kit which the Master had collected should he ever have to abandon ship. By this time the 

ship was so furiously afire aft that the Master ordered everyone immediately to abandon 

ship. No scuttling charges were fired but it was apparent that the ship was holed aft for she 

began to settle by the stern. In the scramble to lower a boat the ship's carpenter broke his 

arm in two places. 

It was four hours before the ship finally sank. Her end was hastened by two Liberators who 

dropped bombs which fell alongside after the boat was well clear. (N.I.D. Note.—These 

aircraft were Liberators “F” and “L” of 86 Squadron.) Towards the end, red and green Very 

lights on the bridge and P.A.C. rockets in ready-use containers were released in all 

directions. There were intermittent explosions from the magazine. 

The Crew's Comment on the Final Attack 

Without exception prisoners praised the “fair” manner in which the combat was conducted 

by the aircraft, and particularly praised the courage of the crew of Liberator “H” of 311 

Squadron. They were astonished that this aircraft flew unperturbed through the heaviest 

barrage they could put up. No member of the crew appeared to have been impressed by the 

use of R.P. and it is doubtful whether they noticed it in the excitement of the moment. It 
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was not established, therefore, whether the ship was holed astern below the waterline by 

R.P. or whether her hull was split open by the bomb explosions. 

The Survivors Picked Up 

The 74 survivors drifted about the scene of the sinking until well into the next day. They 

still hoped that the German destroyer and torpedo-boat force would reach the position and 

pick them up. (N.I.D. Note.—The 8th Destroyer Flotilla and the 4th Torpedo-boat Flotilla, the 

latter consisting of six “Elbing” class destroyers, were engaged by H.M. Ships “Glasgow” and 

“Enterprise” during the afternoon of 28th December. During the course of a running fight 

two “Elbings,” “T 25”and “T 26,” and “Z 27” (a “Narvik” class destroyer) were sunk and the 

“Alsterufer” operation abandoned. See C.B. 04051 (96) for details of this action.) 

The solitary aircraft sighted by the survivors on 28th December proved to be a Sunderland. 

When all hope of rescue by German craft had faded the survivors set course for Spain. They 

were cold and so miserably cramped that all surplus gear had to be jettisoned. Finally they 

were sighted and picked up at 1700 on 29th December, by vessels of Escort Group 6 in 

position 46° 06' N., 19° 10' W. (N.I.D. Note.—17 survivors were picked up by H.M.C.S. 

“Edmunston”; 23 survivors by H.M.C.S. “Camrose”; 15 survivors by H.M.C.S. “Snowberry”; 

19 survivors by H.M.C.S. “Lunenburg.”) 

The Master's Comment 

The Master said that, while he agreed that the loss of his ship was probably inevitable, he 

could never forgive the manner in which the Operations Directorate had bungled his 

homecoming. He felt that the negligent manner in which he had been deserted was 

criminal. 

V—GENERAL REMARKS 

(i) Meteorology 

No meteorologist was carried by “Alsterufer” although the importance of weather forecasts 

was not underrated. Constant W/T watch was kept for Allied weather reports particularly 

those emanating from U.S.A. and Ascension Island sent in clear. Other weather reports, 

possibly originating from U-Boats, were received from the German Norddeich short-wave 

station. These were considered insufficient, and the Master of “Alsterufer” felt that, owing to 

the vital nature of blockade-runners’ cargoes, U-Boats should be stationed along their 

proposed routes for the express purpose of reporting weather conditions. 

(ii) Blockade-runners and U-Boats 

The Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said that U-Boats were informed of blockade-runners’ 

courses. They had express instructions not to attack any independently routed ship 

travelling within a margin of one hundred miles to each side of these courses. This margin 

was set to enable the blockade-runners to deviate, to a limited extent, from their course, 

should they sight other surface craft. 

(iii) Organization of the Trossschiff Verband Wesermuende.  

(See C.B. 4051 (28) Section II and C.B. 04051 (59). Pages 8-10). 

The Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said that ships attached to the above service were 

intended only to supply the German Armed Forces. They had the right to wear the 

“Reichsdienst” flag (corresponding to the British Blue Ensign) rather than the 

“Reighshandels” flag (equivalent to the British Red Ensign). The majority of the Trossschiff 

Verband ships were employed supplying German troops stationed in Norway. “Alsterufer” 

belonged to the comparatively small group of ships belonging to Trossschiffverband-West 

whose Headquarters were at St. Mars La Jaille between Nantes and Angers. The majority of 
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these ships were tankers and were used to supply German Surface Raiders and U-Boats in 

the South Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. Other ships which have at some time or other 

belonged to Trossschiffverband-West included “Brake,” “Spichern,” “Passat,” “Ermland,” 

(the naval tanker), and “Antarktis.” The greater number of blockade-runners proper, belong 

to an organization known as “Sonderdienst” (Special Service), Bordeaux. 

(iv) Recruiting of men for the German Merchant Navy 

German merchant seamen are signed on by Kapitänleutnant Hojer, whose offices were last 

known to be in the Shell House building next to the Hotel Vierjahreszeiten in Hamburg. 

Previous premises in the Winterhudestrasse, in Hamburg, were bombed out and it is 

thought by no means improbable that the Shell House premises have now also been 

destroyed. 

Having been signed on by Kapitänleutnant Hojer, merchant seamen are sent to either 

“Oxhoeft” (1,000 tons) or “Jupiter” (600 tons) two hostel ships which lie one on each side of 

“General Artigas” (11,000 tons) alongside the Kronprinzen Quay in the Kaiserwilhelm Hafen 

in Hamburg. “Oxhoeft” accommodates engine-room personnel and “Jupiter” deckhands, 

while “General Artigas” is used as a depot ship by the German Navy. The men remain in 

these ships until a berth is found for them. Merchant Navy boys are also signed on by 

Kapitänleutnant Hojer who sends them to do a short course in the sailing ship “Kapitän 

Hilgenfeldt,” permanently moored alongside the Windhuk Quay in the Hamburg Südwest 

Hafen. Merchant seamen are paid a war bonus of between 55 and 60 marks a month, the 

equivalent of about £5, but they lose the right to overtime pay. Thus, while they are in 

pocket while their ships are in harbour, they lose money at sea, for in peace time their 

overtime pay at sea amounted to considerably more than 60 marks per month. 

(v) W/T Routine in “Alsterufer” 

W/T watches in “Alsterufer” were divided into two of six hours each. All orders from 

Operations Directorate were received from the Norddeich station. Norddeich also broadcast 

personal messages for members of the crew telling them, for example, that their home had 

been destroyed by bombs, but that their relatives were safe. 

One man in each watch was detailed to listen in solely to Allied W/T traffic, particularly to 

weather reports. 

Constant watch was kept on the 600 metre wavelength, but nothing of interest was ever 

received. 

W/T silence was kept in the North and South Atlantic but was broken in the Indian Ocean 

when nearing Japanese-controlled waters. Once beyond Batavia, “Alsterufer” is thought to 

have sent a number of signals to Germany. 

(vi) Messing on Board 

Messing on board was regarded as plentiful and excellent. “Alsterufer” baked her own black 

bread. 

(vii) Political Leaders in German Merchant Ships 

A prisoner said that it was not usual to have party officials in ships as small as “Alsterufer.” 

He had, however, once served in “Milos” (2,700 tons Deutsch-Levente Line), where the party 

official was the cook. This cook kept the crew on very short commons and lectured them on 

sabotaging the German national effort when they asked for more food. It was popularly 

suspected that he was converting to his own use money which he should have spent on 

provisions and consequently he was the most disliked man on board. Whenever the ship 

docked at a German port a large black limousine came to fetch the cook, although the 

Master, himself, many times had to walk up to two miles to the nearest tram. 
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When defaulters were punished the cook sat beside the Master and held a watching brief for 

the Party. 

(viii) Blockade Runner Situation between Far East and Europe 

Prisoners thought that at the present moment no ships which might be used as blockade 

runners are available in the Far East. The Germans realize that if they wish to maintain U-

Boat and other Naval Bases in the Far East they must send more ships from Europe. From 

the Japanese they know that they can expect neither the necessary equipment for these 

bases nor merchant ships to run the blockade. (N.I.D. Note.—There are still believed to be at 

least one German M/V and two tankers in the Far East which are suitable for blockade 

running.) 

VI— GERMAN NAVAL ORGANIZATION IN THE FAR EAST 

(i) German U-Boats in the Far East 

In September, 1943, “U 511,” commanded by Kapitänleutnant Fritz Schneewind, arrived in 

the Far East and was handed over to the Japanese. As far as prisoners knew she was taken 

to Nagasaki. In return for this gift the Japanese handed over to the Germans three Italian 

submarines which had arrived in Singapore. 

(N.I.D. Note.—These Italian submarines are in all probability “Cappellini” (arrived Singapore 

13th July, 1943), “Guiliani” arrived Singapore 1st August, 1943), and “Torelli” (arrived 

Singapore 30th August, 1943.)) 

The ceremony of handing over the submarines took place in Singapore when “Alsterufer" 

was there at the end of October and the beginning of November, 1943. Head of the German 

reception committee was Korvettenkapitän Wilhelm Dommes, commanding “U 178,” 

recently arrived at Penang. 

The three Italian submarines are intended to be under the orders of Kapitänleutnant 

Schneewind, who himself is to command one of them. The other two are to be commanded 

by Oberleutnant zur See Schrenk, a former officer of Raider 10, and Oberleutnant zur See 

Pahls, the former First Lieutenant of “U 511.” 

The three submarines form what is known as “Gruppe Schneewind.” They have been 

stripped of deck guns and are to be used as cargo carrying boats to bring rubber, tin and 

tungsten back to Europe. 

Considerable difficulty has been experienced in finding crews for these boats. The majority 

of the Italians had mutinied and all are considered unreliable. A certain number of men 

have been drafted from German surface ships stranded in the Far East. Dommes has 

transferred one of his Chief Stokers, who is to act as Engineer Officer in one boat, as well as 

two or three others of his technical personnel. 

Leutnant Willi Zeller, a German Air Force officer, with some technical knowledge has 

nominally been appointed Engineer Officer of a second boat, although at sea he is to take 

orders from a Leading Stoker. 

Dr. Pohl, the civilian engineer employed by Heinkel is to work his passage back to Europe 

as Leading Stoker (Special Branch). 

The condition of the submarines when taken over was appalling, for the Italians had done a 

very efficient job of sabotage. Of the combined W/T equipment only one transmitter and one 

receiver could be recognized for what they were. 

The Italian crews were at first imprisoned but later it was found necessary for some of them 

to be sent to Singapore to assist in repairs and in instructing the Germans how to run the 



 SS Alsterufer Interrogation Report 
Transcribed from The National Archives record ADM 186/809. E&OE. 

 21 

boats. Several of the Italians refused to do this and were shot by the Japanese. In 

November, 1943, it was not thought that the submarines would be fit for sea before seven 

months. 

(ii) Penang 

All prisoners agreed that Penang was to be the main German U-Boat Base in the Far East. 

Blockade runners had brought out numbers of torpedoes, spare batteries and other 

equipment but in November, 1943, there was only one U-Boat there, that commanded by 

Korvettenkapitän Dommes. No U-Boat shelters had been built. 

It was thought that a Senior Officer for Penang had yet to be appointed. The arrival from 

Germany of an officer of some importance was awaited. It the meantime Dommes was 

deputizing for him. 

The wireless station at Penang was said to be as primitive as those at Singapore and 

Batavia. It was thought possible that “U 181” (Lüth) and “U 177” (Gysae) had visited Penang 

for short periods in late summer 1943. 

(iii) Singapore 

The Senior Officer of German Naval Headquarters here is Korvettenkapitän Zatorski, former 

Captain of “Uckermark” (ex “Altmark”), lost by explosion in Kobe harbour on 30th 

November, 1942. 

Another Naval Officer here is Oberleutnant Sander, formerly of Raider 10. 

Herr Schneewind, father of Kapitänleutnant Fritz Schneewind, is no longer German Consul 

here, but is attached to Naval Headquarters and is in charge of purchasing raw materials 

for Germany. The provisioning of blockade runners is undertaken by representatives of the 

Norddeutscher Lloyd line, who also care for German interests at Bangkok, Batavia and 

other Far East ports. The wireless station attached to Naval Headquarters is very primitive. 

Equipment consists of one all-wave Telefunken receiver, with which it is possible to receive 

Norddeich and Berlin signals and to keep in touch with blockade-runners without being 

able to reply to them. The Japanese have been extremely uncooperative and have refused to 

provide a transmitter and even as little as six feet of wire required for an aerial. A few 

spares and incidentals like signal pads and pencils were provided by “Alsterufer.” 

One prisoner said that the vast floating dock at Singapore had been repaired and was now 

ready for use. 

Naval Headquarters are in a small house on the water front. Messing accommodation is in 

the Passe Panja, in a house run by an ex-German merchant seaman who is married to a 

Malay. 

(iv) Tokio 

The German Naval Attaché at Tokio is Vice-Admiral Wenneker. The Signals Officer is a 

Lieutenant Commander whose name was unknown. Until “Alsterufer” arrived in Japan, this 

officer did not possess a W/T set as the Japanese had refused to give him any equipment. 

From “Alsterufer” he commandeered one Radione receiver. Until the autumn of 1943 he had 

been refused permission to send signals. Permission was later granted but he was not told 

where the station was located, nor its strength and efficiency. 

(v) Yokohama 

S.O. of the German Naval Headquarters in this city is Korvettenkapitän Bloomfield. All 

cargoes destined for Japan are unloaded from blockade runners at Yokohama under the 

supervision of this officer. 
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After the destruction of “Uckermark” and Raider 10, at Kobe, a pool of German naval 

personnel was set up in Yokohama. These men spent a good deal of their time at the rest 

centres at Rachinojo and Hakone. When “Alsterufer” left Japan in October, 1943, there was 

talk that the pool was to be moved to either Singapore or Penang. All German civilians were 

thought by prisoners to have been ordered to leave Yokohama for the interior, or Kobe. No 

official reason had been given for this move. 

(vi) Batavia 

The senior German Naval Officer at Batavia is Korvettenkapitän Erhardt, believed to have 

served, until March 1943, as First Lieutenant in Raider 28. 

The wireless station here is just as primitive as those in Penang and Singapore. 

(vii) Bangkok 

There is no German naval representative here, but German interests are looked after by 

Herr Christiansen of the Norddeutscher Lloyd Line. 

VII—RELATIONS BETWEEN GERMANS AND JAPANESE 
Without exception the survivors of “Alsterufer” were scandalized at the manner in which 

they had been treated by the Japanese in the Far East. The more security-conscious 

attributed this treatment to spy mania which was now gripping Japan, and to the average 

Oriental’s inability to distinguish between the features and uniforms of the various 

European countries. 

The more intelligent and responsible officers, such as Captain Piatek, Lemke, the First 

Mate, and Oberfunkmeister Warscheid, had no illusions on the subject and said that it was 

quite clear that German residents in Japan and visiting German sailors were there merely 

on suffrance [sic] and that, in fact, the Japanese considered themselves at war with all the 

white races. 

A number of incidents in which Germans had been involved were cited : Two uniformed 

men from the Raider 28, who were unwillingly involved in a controversy with Japanese in 

the streets of Kobe, were taken to the nearest police station and savagely thrashed with 

rubber truncheons until they were nearly dead. 

A German colonel who arrived at Yokohama in a blockade-runner in summer 1943, was 

seized and beaten up by police as soon as he stepped ashore because he was still carrying a 

revolver. 

Many men from “Alsterufer” were insulted, spat upon and cuffed in both Yokohama and 

Kobe by Japanese civilians to whom they had not given the slightest provocation. 

Not only were German sailors not allowed to carry arms ashore, but Masters of German 

ships in Japanese harbours were forced to strike the German flag and hoist the Japanese. 

Both these measures were merely to emphasize the racial superiority of the Japanese. 

German Masters were told that when in Japanese harbours they had no control over their 

ships whatsoever. They might only arrange their sailing dates. 

In Tokio, Germans in tram cars were made to stand up and give their seats to Japanese. 

They had to bow low before the Mikado's palace, and do obeisance to innumerable funeral 

processions bearing to burial grounds the cremated relics of soldiers killed at the Front. 

Movement about the country was so restricted that the purchase of a railway ticket was a 

matter for five days’ negotiation. 
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The Japanese claimed the right to inspect each German ship minutely but they offered little 

or nothing in return. All areas such as dockyards were out of bounds. After many requests 

some German Naval Officers were allowed to visit a dockyard. On arrival they were walked 

to the manager's office where they were entertained with wine and cigars. There was a short 

speech, and the Germans were then told that the inspection was over. 

The amount of provisions allowed the German colony in Kobe was rapidly dwindling and 

consisted chiefly of rice. Men from “Alsterufer” accepting invitations were told to take their 

own rations with them. Prices of luxury goods had risen enormously. Whisky substitute, 

which tasted like petrol, was now 400 per cent dearer than the pre-war price. 

Germans in Japan were permitted to own wireless sets able to receive Japanese stations 

only. Listening-in to foreign stations was a serious offence. 

British and American prisoners were treated so abominably that their plight aroused the 

pity of the Germans. Many were forced to perform the work of coolies in the dockyards, and 

spent their days carrying heavy cement sacks on their backs. 

Conditions were even worse in Java and the Dutch East Indies. The carefully tended 

plantations had been allowed to grow wild and had fallen into a state of ruin and disrepair. 

Worst of all, said the First Mate, German and Dutch women who had not fled before the 

Japanese, had been herded into a camp where they were kept without any means of 

subsistence. By reducing them to starvation level it was hoped that they would eventually 

agree to enter Japanese brothels. 

It was the ambition of every Japanese officer to keep a Dutch or German mistress so that he 

might satisfy his race-consciousness. When there were not enough white women in the 

brothels to go round, Japanese soldiers had often entered the camp and selected the 

women of their choice. 

A large number of women had hoped to escape the brothels by accepting work as barmaids 

and entertainers in public houses and dancing halls. Here they were brutally beaten and 

punched in the face if they rebuffed advances. 

The price of a German woman was fifty yen. White women and half-castes were reserved for 

the Japanese. Visiting Germans had to be content with native girls. 

Summing up, the First Mate, a loyal German, said that in his opinion the Japanese were a 

bunch of mendacious heathen yellow monkeys and he was bitterly ashamed that they were 

the Allies of his country. 

VIII.—OTHER SHIPS 

(i) German Warships  

(a) Raider 28 

The following information regarding Raider 28 and her second patrol was given by a Petty 

Officer Telegraphist who had been invalided from the ship when she lay in Japan in 1943, 

and who was taking passage back to Germany in “Alsterufer.” 

Second Patrol 

For her second patrol Raider 28 was commanded by Kapitän zur See Hellmuth von 

Ruckteschell, former C.O. of Raider 21 which had returned to an occupied French port in 

November, 1940, with damaged engines. 
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In mid-February, 1942, Raider 28 lay at anchor off Heligoland for a few days, then 

proceeded to Cuxhaven, where she lay at a pier. All stores had already been embarked. 

In early March 1942, the Raider left Cuxhaven for Bordeaux. She was escorted by patrol 

vessels and torpedo boats and called at Le Havre for one day. In all she took three to four 

days to reach Bordeaux. In the Channel she was attacked by British M.T.B.s but escaped 

unharmed. 

After spending three days in Bordeaux, Raider 28 left for the South Atlantic. The prisoner 

refused to state the exact area in which the Raider operated but stated that for a long time 

they lay off the East Coast of South America. He picked up numerous South American radio 

programmes. 

During this stage of the patrol some eight or eleven ships were sunk, for the most part 

British or American. Prisoners were taken and handed over to supply ships. 

The following rendezvous were kept:— 

The first with “Dogger Bank,” then several with “Charlotte Schliemann,” when a W/T 

specialist known as Lieutenant Commander (Special Branch) Regierungsrat Dr. Weiss and a 

number of ratings were transferred to the supply ship ; and lastly with “Uckermark.” 

On one occasion she attacked four ships simultaneously off the Gulf of Guinea. It was 

claimed that one ship was sunk by a torpedo fired from Raider 28’s E-Boat, while the 

Raider herself accounted for a second, said to be an 8,000-ton Norwegian passenger-

carrying freighter. Sixty women survivors and a child were picked up. It was said that code 

books were captured from the Norwegian but all attempts to use them failed. 

Following this attack Ruckteschell became anxious about the ship's safety and steered 

southward, remaining in Latitude 43° S. for between six and eight weeks before turning 

north for Batavia. She arrived at Batavia in January, 1943, and continued on to Kobe. 

Before reaching Kobe a transformer fitted in her Gema Radar set gave out and, as their [sic] 

was no possibility of procuring a spare set, was dumped overboard. 

Raider 28 arrived in Kobe in February 1943. Her visit was marked by unpleasantness. The 

ship was beset by a horde of Japanese naval specialists who demanded to be shown over 

her. Ruckteschell at first refused permission, but he was overruled by Vice-Admiral 

Wenneker, who ordered him to open the ship to the Japanese. When the Japanese finally 

came on board Ruckteschell made a particularly obscene comment and then shut himself 

in his cabin. The Japanese spent some days examining the minutest details of the ship, 

taking photographs and making scale drawings. 

In return for this visit the Japanese invited German officers to inspect a superannuated 

battleship, built in 1905, and now used as a guard ship off Port Arthur. When the Germans 

protested, it was finally agreed that they should be shown a modern Japanese aircraft 

carrier. This inspection was hurried and unprofitable. 

While in Kobe, the ship’s company were sent to a rest camp at Pibako. 

Kapitän zur See von Ruckteschell left the ship in Kobe, being relieved by Kapitän zur See 

Gumprich, formerly C.O. of Raider 10. About thirty ratings from Raider 10 also joined 

Raider 28, Raider 28 left Kobe on the second stage of her patrol towards the end of March, 

1943. It is not known where she operated, but she joined “Alsterufer” at Batavia on 10th 

June, 1943. 

The Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said that when “Alsterufer” returned to Batavia early in 

November, 1943, he was shown a signal at Naval Headquarters to the effect that Raider 28 

had been torpedoed 600 miles off Kobe in October, 1943, by a U.S.A. submarine. Other 
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prisoners confirmed this news and said that they had heard that Raider 28 was struck by 

three torpedoes and that there were very few survivors. (N.I.D. Note.—Prisoners from 

“Charlotte Schliemann” stated that Raider 28 was sunk by three or four torpedoes outside 

Yokohama about 30th November, 1943.)  

Details of Raider 28 

Name “Michel” 

Displacement About 5,000 tons. 

Builders Schichau Werft, Danzig. 

Commanding Officer Kapitän zur See Gumprich. 

Complement 350-400 men including 20 officers. 

The ship’s company were divided into four Divisions. 
Divisional Officers were :— 

1st Division: Kapitänleutnant -Schack (Torpedo Officer and 

E-Boat Captain.) 

2nd Division: Kapitänleutnant Hopper (also acted as aircraft 

observer.) 

3rd Division : Oberleutnant Sauper. 

4th Division : Under a Lieutenant (E), name unknown. 

Other officers included :— 

Commander: Korvettenkapitän Erhardt (believed to have left 

the ship in Kobe in February, 1943). 

W/T Officer: Kapitänleutnant Götz von Rabenau. 

General Duties : Leutnant der Reserve Heidtmann. Surgeon-

Lieutenant: Stabsarzt Schroeder. 

Aircraft Pilot: Oberfeldwebel Emmel. 

Hopper, Schack and Schroeder had all previously served in 

Raider 21. 

Armament Guns : Six 5.9 guns in all:— 

Two forward. 

Two aft. 

One before and one abaft the centre castle, these two both 

camouflaged by boarding. 

One 105-mm. (4.14-in.) abaft the mainmast. 

Two twin 37-mm. (1.46-in.) guns. 

A number of single 20-mm. (.79-in.) guns. 

Prisoners from “Alsterufer” who inspected Raider 28 in 

Batavia claimed that three of her 5.9-in. guns were on 

disappearing platforms. These were said to be the two 

forward and one of the after guns. 

Torpedo Tubes It was stated definitely that the ship was fitted with torpedo 

tubes.  

E-Boat One E-Boat was carried in No. 4 hold. The hold was fitted 

with a special crane for hoisting out the E-Boat. The E-Boat 

was fitted with two torpedo tubes, mounted a 20-mm. gun 
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and was said to be capable of 40 knots. 

Aircraft Two carried with spare parts in No. 3 hold. These were 

seaplanes embarked in the Baltic. 

W/T Equipment Transmitters : One 150-watt Debeg. 

One 200-watt long wave Telefunken. 

One V/HF for use between Raider and Aircraft only 

Receivers: One all-wave. 

Two LO 6k. 

B(erta) Set This appeared to be a type of G.S.R. on which watch was 
only kept when shipping was in sight. The aerial consisted 

of two elliptical- shaped cables, the base of one adjoining 

the apex of the other The distance from the apex to the base 

of the ellipse was given as 30 cms. (12 in.) 

Gonio D/F Apparatus This was fitted and used mainly to fix the ship’s position by 
intercepting long-wave shore stations. 

Radar Gema type fitted. A mattress aerial was fitted at the 

masthead. 

Communications Raider 28 received most of her signals from Norddeich 

short-wave station. In the Far East it was alleged she 

received supplementary signals from a W/T station in Japan 
having “JJC” as call-sign. 

Raider 28 relied on a very efficient “Y” service organized on 

board for information concerning enemy shipping. The “Y” 

section was under a Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist. 

Mines Never carried. 

Total Tonnage Sunk It was claimed that 19 ships, totalling between 90,000 and 

100,000 tons were sunk. (N.I.D. Note.—Not more than 10 to 

14 ships, totalling a maximum of 80,000-85,000 tons, were 

sunk up to the time prisoner left the ship.) 

Speed Maximum speed was given as 18 knots. This speed was 

often reached when overhauling victims. 

(b) Raider 10. 

One prisoner stated that he had served in Raider 10 before being drafted to “Alsterufer” at 

Singapore. He confirmed information already obtained concerning the second cruise of this 

Raider to the time of her loss in Kobe harbour on 30th November, 1942. (See C.B. 04051 

(67).) 

The Chief Petty Officer Telegraphist said that the explosion which caused the loss of both 

Raider 10 and “Uckermark” had wrecked all the warehouses in the vicinity. Raider 10’s 5.9-

in. guns were flung high in the air and one landed on the Bund Hotel which was being used 

to accommodate German Naval ratings at the time. 

The attitude of the Japanese following the disaster was most extraordinary. They took the 

whole blame for the accident, were profuse in their apologies and expressed their desire to 

assist the Germans in every way possible. 

Both Raider 10 and “Uckermark” have now been removed from the pier where they were 

wrecked and are lying derelict in a remote part of Kobe harbour. 
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(ii) Japanese Warships 

(a) Japanese Aircraft Carriers 

Prisoners stated that one 30,000-ton Japanese aircraft carrier was launched by the 

Mitsubishi Yards, Kobe, in April, 1943. When “Alsterufer” left Kobe in October, 1943, this 

carrier was nearing completion. She had 18 major A/A guns mounted in turrets on either 

side of the flight deck. 

A second carrier estimated to be of 45,000 tons was on the stocks at the Mitsubishi Yards 

in October, 1943, and was nearing the launching stage. 

A small auxiliary aircraft, carrier with four or five aircraft on her flight-deck put in to Kobe 

in August, 1943, but left almost immediately. 

(b) Japanese Submarines 

One prisoner said that he saw three or four Japanese submarines on the stocks at the 

Mitsubishi Yards, Kobe. About six or seven others were seen at various times in Kobe 

harbour, all undergoing repairs. 

Another Japanese submarine was seen at Singapore in November, 1943. 

(c) ltalian A.M.C. 

A 4,000-ton freighter, fitted out as a Raider by the Japanese, and manned by Italians, was 

lying in Kobe harbour on the day of the Italian Armistice. The Italians tried to scuttle the 

ship but they were not quick enough for the Japanese, who boarded her, closed the sea-

cocks and towed her, listing slightly to a safe berth. The Italians were arrested. 

This Raider was a source of amusement to the Germans, who dubbed her A.M.C. “Angst” 

(“Fear”). Although equipped with at least four 5.9-in. guns as well as six torpedo tubes, she 

had never made a serious venture to sea. Her one sortie lasted three days. The Germans 

joked that she had not been able to sink anything, not even herself. The ship was believed 

capable of 22 knots. 

(N.I.D. Note.—This Raider was probably the Italian “Ramb II,” 3,685 G.T.) 

(iii) Merchant Ships  

(a) “Brake” (9,900 tons) 

This tanker is definitely based in the Far East and is used to supply U-Boats in the Indian 

Ocean with fuel and torpedoes. Prisoners last saw her at Batavia early in November, 1943. 

(N.I.D. Note.— See C.B. 04051(90), page 7. Prisoners from “Charlotte Schliemann” had seen 

“Brake” in Singapore in ballast early in January, 1944, and added that she was manned by 

naval personnel only.) 

(b) “Charlotte Schiemann” [sic] (7,747 tons) 

Alleged to have arrived at Yokohama shortly after “Alsterufer” left in July, 1943. It was 

rumoured that she was bringing mail for “Alsterufer” seamen. She was to be fitted with 20-

mm. guns which “Alsterufer” had brought with her from Europe. (N.I.D. Note.—German 

tanker “Charlotte Schliemann” was sunk by H.M.S. “Relentless” in position 23° 23' S., 74° 

37' E. on 9th February, 1944. “Relentless” had been directed to search on basis of a report 

by a patrolling Catalina from Mauritius, which had sighted the “Charlotte Schliemann” in 

company with a U-Boat.) 

(c) “Osorno” (7,000 tons) 

This ship ran the blockade to Japan, leaving France about the same time as “Alsterufer.” 

She carried torpedoes and other equipment for the German U-Boat base in the Far East 



 SS Alsterufer Interrogation Report 
Transcribed from The National Archives record ADM 186/809. E&OE. 

 28 

and a latest type Heinkel aircraft which was a gift to the Japanese. When approaching 

Japan she was attacked three times by a U.S.A. submarine but managed to escape. She left 

Batavia on her run home late in October, 1943. Her cargo consisted of rubber, tungsten 

concentrates and tin ingots. She carried several men from Raider 10. The master of 

“Osorno” was said to be Captain Hellmann and the names of her two DEBEG W/T officers 

were given as Reitzsch and Meyer. (N.I.D. Note.—“Osorno” was sighted in the Bay of Biscay 

on 25th December by Coastal Command forces. She was strongly escorted by Narvik and 

Elbing class destroyers and in spite of attacks managed to reach the Gironde estuary. Here 

she is reported to have fouled a wreck and had to be beached. The bulk of her cargo was 

recovered.) 

(d) “Rio Grande” (6,100 tons), “Weserland” (6,500 tons), “Burgenland” (7,300 tons) 

These three blockade runners were seen in either Yokohama or Kobe during the summer of 

1943. They all set out on passage home within a week of each other. (N.I.D. Note.—“Rio 

Grande” was intercepted and sunk by U.S. Forces on 4th January, 1944, about 670 miles 

West by North of Ascension Island ; “Weserland” (ex “Ermland”) was sunk by U.S. Forces 

600 miles South West of Ascension Island on 3rd January, 1944 ; “Burgenland” scuttled 

herself when intercepted by U.S. Forces on 5th January, 1944, when 650 miles West of 

Ascension Island). 

(e) “Rossbach” (ex “Madrono,” 5,894 tons) 

This ex Norwegian tanker, captured by Raider 10, is alleged to have arrived back at Kobe in 

August, 1943, having been four weeks out on the passage home to France. She had then 

received orders to put back to Japan. The return of this ship, which immediately docked, 

gave rise to rumours that because of the changing situation and the imminence of a Second 

Front, all blockade runners then in Japan would be ordered to remain there until the end of 

the war. (N.I.D. Note.—Prisoners from “Charlotte Schliemann” suggested that “Rossbach” 

would be used to fuel U-Boats. They believed that this ship had left Kobe about 5th 

January, 1944, for Singapore.) 

(f) “Mosel” (8,500 tons) 

This ship was seen in Kobe in August, 1943. She was still wearing the German flag. She 

was to remain in the Far East and was reserved for traffic between the various German 

naval stations there, 

(g) “Bogota” (1,200 tons) 

This ship reached Japan early in the war from South America. Her crew has now been 

supplemented by Oberleutnant Schlummer and 14 men from Raider 10. She is used for 

ferrying German naval personnel about the Far East. (N.I.D. Note.—Prisoners from 

“Charlotte Schliemann” stated that “Bogota” was in Kobe on 12th December, 1943, and was 

employed on Kobe-Saigon-Penang run with perishable stores.) 

(h) “Quito” (1,200 tons) 

This ship has also reached Japan from South America. She is being used for the same 

purpose as “Bogota.” (N.I.D. Note.—Prisoners from “Charlotte Schliemann” stated that they 

had seen “Quito” entering Singapore about 3rd January, 1944, having come from Penang.) 

(i) “Munsterland” (6,408 tons) 

This ship was preparing to run the blockade to Japan at the same time as “Alsterufer” 

(January, 1943). She developed boiler defects, the repairs of which took too long. 

“Alsterufer” took her place and loaded “Munsterland’s” cargo. (N.I.D. Note.—“Munsterland” 

was hit and sunk by Dover Coastal batteries on the night of 19th/20th January, 1944, 

when attempting an eastward passage of the Channel). 
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(f) “Havelland” (6,334 tons) 

Seen in Yokohama harbour in summer, 1943, and believed by prisoners to be still there 

(N.I.D. Note.—Prisoners from “Charlotte Schliemann” stated that “Havelland” passed Sunda 

Strait on the 23rd January, 1944, and two days later was towed back to Singapore for 

repairs.) 

(k) 10,000-ton French Passenger-carrying Freighter 

Seen in Kobe, now sailing for the Japanese. 

(l) “Nordstern” (ex “ British Advocate ” 6,800 tons) 

Lying at Nantes, January, 1943. 

(m) “Hans Rickmers” (5,300 tons) 

Lost off Petsamo. 

(n) “R. C. Rickmers” (5,200 tons) 

Believed sunk near Capetown. 

(o) “Claus Rickmers” (5,200 tons) 

Sunk in Windau by the Russians. 

(p) “Ursula Rickmers” (5,100 tons) 

A coal burner chartered by the Japanese. 

(q) “F 75” 

A 3,000 or 4,000-ton Swedish freighter, serving as naval depot ship at Nantes. 

(r) “Ermland” (13,000) 

This naval tanker, said to be a sister ship of “Uckermark,” was lying in Nantes in February, 

1943. She had been damaged by bombs. Prisoners thought that she would be laid up until 

the end of the war as she was too large and valuable to be risked further on the high seas. 

A number of her personnel had been drafted to the Russian Front. (N.I.D. Note.—This 

tanker should not be confused with the freighter “Ermland” now renamed “Weserland”—see 

(d) above and also C.B. 4051(28), page 28.) 

IX -MISCELLANEOUS REMARKS 

(i) German Aircraft Presented to the Japanese 

While in Japan, Lemke, the First Mate, claimed to have become very friendly with Stöhr, 

formerly Messerschmidt’s test-pilot in Germany, now working in Japan. Apparently Japan 

receives Germany’s latest aircraft types, latest materials, aluminium and aircraft engineers. 

Stöhr has to test the aircraft once they arrive in Japan. As soon as he has climbed out of 

the plane he is finished with it and he is not allowed near it again. It goes into the factory 

for final adjustment and is then taken over by the Japanese. 

(ii) Flight of Rudolf Hess to England in Spring, 1941 

According to Stöhr's account, as retold by Lemke, Hess visited the Messerschmidt directors 

at Augsburg in the winter of 1940-1941 and said he wished to take up flying again, for the 

express purpose of being able to make a long solo overland flight. During the last war he 

had apparently completed his training as a bomber pilot, but had not done any operational 

flying as his training was first finished in 1918. Although it was commonly rumoured that 

Hitler had forbidden him to fly, his life being too valuable to endanger, he announced that 

he wished to be instructed on the Me. 109 fighter. The directors were extremely unwilling to 

agree to this, but Hess was not to be put off. Finally Stöhr, Messerschmidt’s best test pilot, 
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was appointed tutor, on the private understanding that he was to do his best to dissuade 

Hess from continuing with his idea. After a certain amount of argument Hess was 

persuaded to abandon his plan to use a Me. 109 and was persuaded to use a Me. 110 long-

range fighter-bomber. It was pointed out that this would be more suitable for his purpose, 

as the Me. 109 had no effective operational radius. Apparently throughout the whole affair 

Hess showed great tenacity and singleness of purpose, refusing to be put off by excuses and 

delays, and going with great care into all details such as retraction of undercarriage and 

baling out. At first Messerschmidt’s offered him a palpably unfit machine, but on seeing 

that he was not to be taken in by any such ruses, they gave in and reserved him a Me. 110. 

Stöhr always flew with him and instructed him. Hess was very insistent on being allowed to 

fly solo, and as neither Stöhr nor the directors were anxious to take the responsibility of the 

decision to permit him to do so, he finally took matters into his own hands and arbitrarily 

made the decision. Everything went well and after the initial flight he flew several times 

alone. Matters dragged on during the winter, as Hess was given some special work by the 

Führer and stopped coming for a while. Then one day he arrived and ordered a plane to be 

got ready for him to fly the next day—probably to Norway, in any case on a long overland 

trip. He appeared with only a combination flying suit, some chocolate and an apple. There 

was deep snow and a working party of about a hundred men was immediately set to 

clearing a runway just wide enough for the plane to take off. The plane had supplementary 

tanks under the wings in lieu of a bomb load. These tanks emptied and were jettisoned 

before the main fuel tanks came into use. Hess took off perfectly, but the elevator jammed 

and he was unable to retract the undercarriage. Knowing it to be impossible to land with 

full supplementary tanks, without snapping off the wings, he circled the field for about 

three hours and then landed. In view of this setback the flight was postponed some weeks 

and in the meantime Stöhr left and travelled east on the Siberian Express. Whilst on the 

train the guard came up and asked if he had heard that Hess had flown to England. He had 

apparently finally set off, and, on reaching his destination turned his plane over as Stöhr 

had instructed him, baled out and landed. 

Throughout the whole of the time spent at Messerschmidt’s Hess was extremely pleasant 

and friendly with everyone, was quite natural and did not put on any airs. The only 

extraordinary thing about him was the food he ate ; he was a vegetarian and at mealtimes 

his Adjutant would come rushing in with a suitcase full of cabbages, planted at the new 

moon and cut at the full moon, which he ate raw. He also drank herbal concoctions and 

chewed swedes. 

Lemke also related that it was a current joke that on the aircraft Hess flew to England were 

painted, on one side N.S.V. — “Nicht schiessen, verrückt” (“Don’t shoot, mad”) and on the 

other, D.A.F. — “Die anderen folgen” (“the others will follow”). In reality N.S.V. stands for 

National Socialist Welfare Organisation, and D.A.F. for German Workers’ Front. 

(iii) Sabotage at Nantes 

According to Nissen, the Second Mate, one of the “Alsterufer’s” crew was killed when the 

troops’ cinema at Nantes was blown up by saboteurs. 

APPENDIX “A.”—EARLY HISTORY OF “ALSTERUFER” 
"Alsterufer” was built by the Eriksberg M.V. A/B Gothenburg and was delivered to the 

Robert Slomann Jr. Line. Hamburg, in 1939. She was intended as a fruit carrier but she 

had not set out on her first voyage before war broke out. She was taken over by the German 

navy early in 1940. 
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One prisoner said that he joined the ship on 22nd April of that year in Hamburg. Shortly 

afterwards she made a one day trial run, followed by a ten-day trip to Stavanger and back 

to Hamburg. 

She left Hamburg again in June, 1940, for Oslo. Here she took provisions and meat, which 

she stowed in her refrigerating chambers, and embarked troops. She then left for 

Hammerfest, Northern Norway, calling at a number of ports en route to lend troops and 

provisions. 

“Alsterufer” returned to Oslo on Christmas Day, 1940, staying only 24 hours before 

continuing to Hamburg. 

At Hamburg she was docked while alterations were effected. In addition to the modifications 

described in Section II she received extra fuel tanks and a new boiler for the galley. Showers 

were also fitted in Hold IV in case occasion arose to use “Alsterufer” as a U-Boat depôt ship. 

These fixtures were later removed. 

Alterations took only two weeks to complete and “Alsterufer” then loaded cargo for a supply 

voyage to the South Atlantic. This cargo consisted of torpedoes, cases of shells, provisions, 

fuel and two complete aircraft with spare parts. A number of cases were lashed on deck as 

they were too bulky to go through the hatches. A party of supernumary ratings were also 

embarked, who were intended to relieve surface raider personnel. 

APPENDIX “B.’’ – FIRST VOYAGE OF “ALSTERUFER” 
“Alsterufer” left Hamburg on 24th January, 1941, under the command of Oberleutnant zur 

See Rommer. She passed down Channel at night in a fog, escorted by three destroyers. She 

proceeded to the South Atlantic and met and supplied three surface raiders. The first of 

these was “Raider 10,” which was said to be on passage home. 

The next meeting was with the pocket battleship “Admiral von Scheer.” This was a 

memorable occasion. The pocket battleship approached at speed and circled “Alsterufer” 

twice, while the crew, who had hurriedly changed into whites, dressed ship and cheered the 

“Scheer.” 

The pocket battleship was supplied with provisions and an aircraft. 

The third ship met was said to be “Raider 16,” which was supplied with an aircraft, 

ammunition and provisions. From this ship “Alsterufer” received 73 prisoners, representing 

survivors from one British and one Greek ship. Supplies were transferred on each occasion 

by pinnaces: Running for home “Alsterufer” met a German U-Boat which she supplied with 

high grade fuel oil. 

“Alsterufer” finally reached Bordeaux on 24th May, 1941, having been at sea four months. 

After two months at Bordeaux, while the crew had leave by watches, “Alsterufer” moved to 

St. Nazaire where she spent six weeks in dock undergoing general overhaul. She then 

moved to Nantes where she remained until February, 1943. Oberleutnant zur See Rommer 

relinquished command and was succeeded at Nantes by Captain Piatek. 

APPENDIX “ C ” – Nominal Roll of “ Alsterufer ” 

(1) Naval Personnel 

(a) Survivors :- 

Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Rüllmann, Friedrich Marineoberassistenzarzt Surgeon-Lieutenant 4.6.14 
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Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Warscheid, Friedrich Oberfunkmeister C.P.O. Telegraphist 1.7.15 

Dittes, Karl Oberbootsmannsmaat Acting P.O. (Seaman’s 

Branch) 

8.9.19 

Kramer, Friedrich Oberbootsmannsmaat Acting P.O. (Seaman’s 

Branch) 

12.1.20 

Rehfeldt, Werner Oberbootsmannsmaat Acting P.O. (Seaman’s 

Branch) 

9.7.15 

Wanninger, Josef Oberfunkmaat Acting P.O. Tel. 28.8.17 

Hahn, Hermann Oberfunkmaat Acting P.O. Tel. 7.4.20 

Hense, Hugo Sanitätsobermaat Acting Sick Berth P.O. 1.1.19 

Schmidt, Rudolf Bootsmannsmaat Leading Seaman 15.8.19 

Schmitt, Heinrich Signalmaat Leading Signalman 10.9.21 

Petzold, Helmut Matrosenhauptgefreiter Able Seaman 20.7.15 

Timmen, Toni Matrosenhauptgefreiter Able Seaman 13.9.14 

Schwarten, Herbert Matrosenstabsobergefreiter Staff Able Seaman 13.2.14 

Vogt, Heinz Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 19.9.20 

Kühler, Johann Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 4.9.20 

Lenzen, Konrad Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 12.10.20 

Zerbe, Rinaldo Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 24.12.22 

Luckan, Heinz Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 14.6.22 

Schollmanns, 

Heinrich 

Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 15.2.24 

Kürschner, Manfred Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 2.1.24 

Lögl, Joseph Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 6.4.22 

Klug, Karl Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 30.11.22 

Eichler, Heinz Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 4.1.22 

Kunze, Horst Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 8.5.20 

Almstedt, Walter Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 2.5.22 

Friedrichs, Ernst Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman 31.5.15 

Silber, Adam Matrosengefreiter Able Seaman 14.11.23 

Bödecker, Karl Georg Matrosengefreiter Able Seaman 16.8.22 

Griefnow, Heinz Matrosengefreiter Able Seaman 14.6.24 

Horst, Kurt Matrosengefreiter Able Seaman 15.9.24 

Sowik, Paul Matrosengefreiter Able Seaman 28.4.22 

Dömming, Hans Mechanikerhauptgefreiter Able Seaman 24.11.19 

Schauer, Alfred Funkobergefreiter Telegraphist 23.1.23 

Hoffmann, Kurt Funkobergefreiter Telegraphist 25.2.24 

Ingelfinger, Alfred Funkobergefreiter Telegraphist 20.2.21 

Kurth, Heinz Funkobergefreiter Telegraphist 13.2.22 
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Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Weber, Hans Schreiberobergefreiter Writer 3.2.20 

Burkhardt, Werner Schreibergefreiter Writer 16.6.23 

Schmidt, Hans Signalgefreiter Signalman 28.6.20 

Blackmann, Fritz Sanitätsgefreiter S.B.A. 24.9.22 

 

Officers 1 

Chief and Petty Officers 7 

Men 32 

 
40 

(a) Casualties :- 

Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Weltken, Matrosenobergefreiter Able Seaman  

 

Officers  

Chief and Petty Officers  

Men 1 

 
1 

(2) Merchant Navy Personnel 

(a) Survivors :- 

Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Piatek, Paul Kapitän Master 10.11.95 

Lemke, Ernst lte Offizier Chief Officer 27.8.10 

Nissen, Johannes 2te Offizier 2nd Officer 20.10.12 

Tillack, Karl Hinrich 

Richard 

2te Offizier 2nd Officer 26.9.09 

Wooge, Sigwart 

Christian Friedrich. 

3te Offizier 3rd Officer 28.10.20 

Bernard, Siegfried 

Stanislaus 

Leitender Ingenieur Chief Engineer 22.10.04 

Hohlfeld, Ernst-
Albrecht 

2te Ingenieur 2nd Engineer 9.8.10 

Joh, Otto 2te Ingenieur 2nd Engineer 8.11.01 

Grimmer, Horst Egon 3te Ingenieur 3rd Engineer 18.9.09 

Friedrich, Karl-Heinz lte Elektriker Chief Electrician 11.4.20 

Riek, Willi lte Koch Head Cook 8.1.12 

Güldner, Karl 

Hermann Heinrich. 
Kochsmaat Cook's Mate 23.7.09 

Wöhrmann, Hans Messesteward Messroom Steward 26.11.25 
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Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Anders, Kurt Robert Messesteward Messroom Steward 27.8.25 

Hlauschek, Theodor Steward Steward 10.7.03 

Stender, Heinrich 
Artur 

Elektrikersassistent Electrician's Asst. 7.12.18 

Bornholt, Paul Bootsmann Boatswain 19.8.02 

Lehtonen, Aron Zimmermann Carpenter 9.2.09 

Boschen, Helmut Ingenieursassistent Engineer’s Assistant 31.3.25 

Winkler, Helmut Ingenieursassistent Engineer’s Assistant 11.11.19 

Bögelsack, Walter Ingenieursanwärter Engineer Cadet 27.8.01 

Georg, Friedrich (Maschinenwärter) 

(Motorenhelfer) 

Oiler 17.6.11 

Frahm, Willi (Maschinenwärter) 

(Motorenhelfer) 

Oiler 15.12.04 

Schröder, Willy Paul (Maschinenwärter) 

(Motorenhelfer) 
Oiler 23.9.00 

Katenbeck, Friedrich 

Amandus Louis 

(Maschinenwärter) 

(Motorenhelfer) 

Oiler 25.10.98 

Lange, Günther (Maschinenwärter) 

(Motorenhelfer) 

Oiler 30.11.25 

Bobzien, Richard Matrose Deck Hand 3.3.14 

Hey, Jörgen Matrose Deck Hand 18.2.23 

Hensel, Willi 

Johannes 

Matrose Deck Hand 4.10.24 

Weber, Werner Matrose Deck Hand 24.3.24 

Jenssen, Herbert Matrose Deck Hand 9.11.22 

Elsner, Hans Matrose Deck Hand 17.5.22 

Heitmann, Arnold Jungmann Apprentice 20.10.26 

Redlich, Siegfried Jungmann Apprentice 20.12.26 

 

Officers 10 

Men 24 

 
34 

 

(a) Casualties :- 

Name. Rank. English Equivalent. Born. 

Hensel, Kurt Bäcker Baker  

Jaschke, — Motorenhelfer Oiler  

 

Officers  

Men 2 



 SS Alsterufer Interrogation Report 
Transcribed from The National Archives record ADM 186/809. E&OE. 

 35 

 
2 

 

(c) Total Merchant Navy Personnel 

Officers 10 

Men 26 

 
36 

 

(3) Total Crew :— 

Officers 11 

Chief and Petty Officers 7 

Men 59 

 
77 

 


